
From: Ruesch, Paul
To: Peaslee, Corey; Kondreck, Robert
Cc: eric.borys@illinois.gov; Falconio, Tony
Subject: RE: Carus Chemical - Kondreck needs to Dispatch w/ START
Date: Wednesday, January 11, 2023 1:28:17 PM

Just got off the phone with Fred Moore. We passed along the IMAAC plume models, though they
were already working off a NWS plume model. We are getting 6,12,18,24hr projections to him next
from IMAAC. He says the fire is mostly out, just steam appears to be coming off at this point, though
he is not ruling out the potential to re-ignite.

Run-off is apparently contained to an on-site retention pond, but they will be looking for any other
releases. There is apparently evidence of a permanganate air release as evidenced by color deposits
on the ground downwind.

Paul Ruesch
312-919-4382

From: Peaslee, Corey <Peaslee.Corey@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2023 11:25 AM
To: Kondreck, Robert <kondreck.robert@epa.gov>
Cc: eric.borys@illinois.gov; Falconio, Tony <Tony.Falconio@Illinois.gov>; Ruesch, Paul
<ruesch.paul@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Carus Chemical - Kondreck needs to Dispatch w/ START

Rob,

Here’s the contact info for the state folks, Fred Moore is acting as IC currently from La Salle County
EMA – cell phone # is (815) 481-0110

Corbyn Flynn is also on site and is with La Salle County EMA – (815) 313-9048

Report to either Fred or Corbyn when you get there.

Eric and Tony are on the way as well ETA for Eric is 1330.

Lisa Anderson is the IEMA contact for the area (815) 780-0033

From: Kondreck, Robert <kondreck.robert@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2023 11:14 AM
To: Linduska, Rachel <Linduska.Rachel@epa.gov>
Cc: Peaslee, Corey <Peaslee.Corey@epa.gov>; Ribordy, Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov>; Ruesch,
Paul <ruesch.paul@epa.gov>; Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; El-Zein, Jason <el-
zein.jason@epa.gov>
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Subject: Re: Carus Chemical - Kondreck needs to Dispatch w/ START
 
Start is mobilizing, I likely won’t be there likely until 2ish

Sent from my iPhone
 

On Jan 11, 2023, at 11:12 AM, Linduska, Rachel <Linduska.Rachel@epa.gov> wrote:

﻿ NBC just called to confirm we were responding. I said I could confirm we are en route
and she’s going to send more questions in writing. 

Rachel Bassler
Press Officer
312-965-8901
Linduska.rachel@epa.gov
 

On Jan 11, 2023, at 10:55 AM, Peaslee, Corey <Peaslee.Corey@epa.gov>
wrote:

﻿
IMAAC request sent, and NRC notified. I’ll get an ER notification up soon.
 

From: Ribordy, Michael <ribordy.mike@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2023 10:50 AM
To: Ruesch, Paul <ruesch.paul@epa.gov>; Kondreck, Robert
<kondreck.robert@epa.gov>
Cc: Peaslee, Corey <Peaslee.Corey@epa.gov>; Linduska, Rachel
<Linduska.Rachel@epa.gov>; Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>;
El-Zein, Jason <el-zein.jason@epa.gov>
Subject: RE: Carus Chemical - Kondreck needs to Dispatch w/ START
 
This link has a live feed.
https://www.mystateline.com/news/explosions-large-fire-reported-at-
lasalle-chemical-plant-wednesday/
 
Michael Ribordy, Supervisor
Emergency Response Section #3
U.S. EPA Region 5
77 W. Jackson Blvd. (SE-5J)
Chicago, Illinois  60604
Phone: 312-886-4592

 

From: Ruesch, Paul <ruesch.paul@epa.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2023 10:17 AM
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To: Kondreck, Robert <kondreck.robert@epa.gov>
Cc: Peaslee, Corey <Peaslee.Corey@epa.gov>; Ribordy, Michael
<ribordy.mike@epa.gov>; Borries, Samuel <borries.samuel@epa.gov>; El-
Zein, Jason <el-zein.jason@epa.gov>
Subject: Carus Chemical - Kondreck needs to Dispatch w/ START
 
Just received a call from Tony Falconio of IEPA he is requesting assistance.
I talked to Rob and he is gearing up to go out there w/ START.
 
Corey is getting an IMAAC Plume model request in right now.
 
Carus Chemical
1500 8th Street
La Salle, IL 61301
800-435-6856
 
Eric and Ahmed of IEPA are not answering their phones, and I could not
get a hold of Fred Moore and Corbyn Flynn (LaSalle County EMA).
 
Press: https://www.shawlocal.com/news-
tribune/news/2023/01/11/smoke-billows-from-fire-at-carus-chemical-in-
la-salle/
 

Paul Ruesch
On Scene Coordinator
U.S. EPA Region 5
Superfund Division
77 W. Jackson Blvd. (SE-5J)
Chicago, Illinois, USA 60604-3590
Office: 312-886-7898
Cell: 312-919-4382
ruesch.paul@epa.gov
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